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RULES AND REGULATIONS
1. Summary
1) The Title of this competition is “Photographer of the Year Award (PTYA)”. This
competition is open to all fully paid up members of the MIPP.
2) There will be 5 (five) sessions in the competition, starting from January 2018.
3) All session submissions will be on digital file.
4) The judging pool will be appointed by the organizing committee and kept secret.
Only the Organizing Committee is to know the respective judges of the particular
sessions.
a) Judges selected will be persons who the organizing committee deems
competent to judge specific sessions.
b) All sessions will be judged by 5 (five) judges.
.
c) The role of the PTYA moderator is to collate, confirm and record all the
judges’ votes on each category.
5) There is a participation fee of €15. Participants will be registered and confirmed
when they pay the fee before the competition starts.
6) Participation in this competition automatically signifies the acceptance of all these
rules and regulations by the entrant.
7) The executive committee reserves the right to cancel the PTYA competition should
there be less than 5 competing participants during the first session.

2. Submission Dates and Subjects
The following is the schedule of sessions for the year 2018:
Session

2

Subject

Qty

Max
Points

Submission Deadline

1

Portraits

3

100

28 Feb 17

2

Decay

3

100

30 Apr 17

3

Twilight

3

100

30 Jun17

4
5

Red
Candid Photography Panel

3
5

100
250

31 Aug 17
31 Oct 17

Subject Definitions:
Portraits:
Photograph of an individual or pet, which captures the essence and personality of the subject
by using effective lighting, backdrops, and poses. The main focus is on the face expression,
with the intent of displaying the likeness, personality, and even the mood of the subject.
Decay:
The gradual damage or process of rotting or decomposition, occurring to a subject, as well as
the fading of the value of something which decreases through the passage of time. It can also
be interpreted as a metaphor of impurity, rot or filth.
Twilight (after sunset and before sunrise):
The rays of soft, glowing light from the sky, when the sun is below the horizon. It could be
the period of day, just before it becomes completely dark in the evening, the small amount of
light in the sky as the day ends or the first rays after dawn when the day breaks.
Red:
This hue evokes both positive and negative connotations. It is the colour of extremes; it is
often associated with heightened emotions such as rage, anger, danger and stress, yet at the
same time it also conveys energy, passion and love.
Candid Photography (Panel):
A series of shots captured without the subject’s awareness, with the aim of catching the
subject by surprise in a spontaneous, natural act. This type of photography allows the artist to
blend into the background and simply take images at a whim, whilst capturing the emotion of
the moment.

3. Participation and Submission Rules
Eligibility
a. The PTYA is open uniquely to fully paid MIPP members
b. Participants are to inform the organising committee at least one week before
the submission deadline for the first session of their intention to participate.
The organising committee will provide a registration number, which is to be
used throughout the competition. Application is done via email to:
submissions@mipp-malta.com.
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c. Prior to the competition’s commencement, a briefing meeting will be
convened for all those interested in participating in the PTYA. This meeting
is for the benefit of the competitor. Entry fee is to be done on this day or
before. A competitor will not be allowed to participate unless he has paid the
competition fee.
d. No new participant will be allowed to join the PTYA competition after the
First Session has been judged.
e. Unless otherwise specified, submissions may be in colour or monochrome.
f. At one point in the creation of the final image, the entrant must have used a
camera.

•
•
•
•

g. Plagiarism* and copyright infringement is strictly forbidden in this
competition. It is considered a serious offence and will lead to disciplinary
action.
When such cases arise, the competition’s organizers will investigate the case and
their decision is final.
At any given point, the entrant may be requested to provide the original, unedited
file, including EXIF information. Loss of data will not be accepted as a valid
reason for failure to provide such information.
Failure to prove that the entry is an original work of the entrant will automatically
incur disqualification from the competition and the loss of any accumulated
points.
The organizers reserve the right to disqualify and /or withdraw any award or
qualification if any infringement of these rules is found, even after the award or
title is given. The organizers also reserve the right to take further disciplinary
action as it deems fit.

*Plagiarism refers to the practice of taking someone else's work or ideas and passing them off as one's own. Entries which
are deemed to closely resemble or be similarly derived from the previous work of others can be disqualified at any stage.
Where multiple photographs are used to construct a final photograph, all constituent parts must be the original
photographic work of the Photographer.

a) No entry will be eligible that has been made under the supervision of an instructor or
as a class assignment. This includes, but is not limited, to seminars conventions, and
workshops held by the MIPP or other photographic associations.
b) Any images entered in previous MIPP competitions are not eligible to compete in
PTYA sessions. This restriction is also applicable to images already submitted in this
year’s PTYA competition.
c) Copyright and Ownership of the Images must belong to the entrant. The authors of
any images exhibited or published personally assume responsibility for any claim
arising from any copyright or data protection infringements. The MIPP categorically
disclaims any liability whatsoever
d) Image Files are to abide to the following criteria:
o Size should be at least 2000 pixels on the longest side.
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o
o
o
o
o

Format should be JPG, compression level 10 (85%) or higher.
Individual image sizes must not exceed 2MB
Images smaller then 1500-2000 px will be disqualified.
Images larger then 2500 px will be disqualified.
Each image should be named as follows:
PTYA_[Year]__[Membership Number]_[Session Number]_[Image
Number]_[Image Name]
§

Example: Entries for Session 1 by Member 456:
PTYA_2018_456_01_01_ImageA.jpg

e) Members are to send images by email to submissions@mipp-malta.com strictly
before the announced submitting dates. Members will receive a confirmation email
receipt. If this confirmation is not received, entrants must contact the organizers to
ensure that their work has arrived.

4. Entry Submission
a) The registration number, provided upon application, is to be retained and used
throughout the PTYA session. This number is to be used together with the image
number to label all competition submissions as described in Clause 3.i above.
b) To retain confidentiality, there should be no evidence or markings visible on the
image, which may in any way identify the author. Such images will be automatically
disqualified from the competition.

5. Use of Entries
a) Images may be used by the MIPP for publicity, promotional and other noncommercial purposes.
b) If entries are chosen for commercial use, the MIPP will request the author’s
permission and separate agreements will be made accordingly.

6. Voting System
a) A panel of 5 judges will be appointed for a particular session and they will be
required to send their votes by the 10th of the month together with some critique based
on the submitted entries. They need to always base their voting on the template
provided by the organizers.
b) During all sessions, images submitted will be sent to judges as digital files (the names
of the participants will not be shown.) No live public judging will be done but various
sessions assessing the images will be conducted throughout the year. Actual judges
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will be invited to attend but assessment panels can have different personalities
critiquing the images.
c) During the first 4 (four) sessions, once judges have cast their votes, the scores are
combined and the totals are published online.
d) During the last session, points allocated by judges are kept secret, and the winner is
subsequently announced during the Awards Night in December.
This session will be judged as a panel and not individually.

7. PTYA Awards
a) The Photographer of the Year Award 2018 will be awarded to the winner.
b) The Winner will be presented with the PTYA Trophy, a voucher of €250 from iLab?
d) The Winner, or the Photographer of the Year, will be the one who has accumulated
422.5 points (65% of the points) at the end of the competition.
•

In case of a tie, the winner will be the participant who has achieved the overall
higher positions throughout the year’s PTYA sessions.

•

If a tie still exists, the award will be equally shared amongst the tied participants.

•

If no participant has achieved the 65% 0f the 650 points, a winner will not be
declared.

•

In the event that an entry is later found to have violated any of the above rules,
the MIPP committee reserves the right to take any action they deem necessary.

8. Judging Guidelines
a) A theme description for each session is included within this document. These
descriptions are also to be sent by email to all MIPP members as well as the judging
pool at least two months before the first session of the competition
b) Judges should be made aware that entries will not necessarily be shown in a specific
order. This is to make the judge conscious of any repetition or subject duplication.
c) Participants are to strictly refrain from any interaction with the judging panel, which
may relate to their submissions. Participants who in any way compromise or reveal
their identity to judges will be immediately disqualified from the respective session.
d) Judges are to be briefed on the maximum amount of points, which can be scored for
each entry.
e) The PTYA committee is to oversee all submissions. If any submission is clearly not
relevant to the theme or theme restrictions, the committee may decide to disqualify
the particular image.
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f) Each image must score from 0 to 20 points for each particular session. Judges are free
to follow their own methodology when scoring an image however the following may
act as guidelines:
•
•
•
•

0-2 points: Technically incorrect images (e.g. out of focus), clearly not
done purposely, particularly if aggravated by further defects mentioned
below.
3-5 points: Images, which are deemed to be below the standard of a
professional competition, unprofessional presentation, bad overall tonal
quality, incorrect, post processing etc.
6-8 points: Images, which are of competition standard, but lack impact,
originality and creativity.
9-10 points: Images, which stand out as being of exceptional standard.

g) Judging results are considered final and uncontested. Entrants may not approach the
judges or the PTYA organisers to contest or appeal the decision. Participants are
expected to show respect to the judges at all time and, while they may approach them
for discussion at the judge’s discretion, no untoward behaviour will be tolerated at
any time, both verbally and written.

October 2017 Martin Agius & Kevin Casha
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